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The Development of Pathways to Reading(PTR): How, When and Why was it formed?  
For more than two decades, PTR has been at the forefront of equipping educators with the skills to teach 
phonemic awareness and phonics, long before the 'science of reading' gained recognition. This robust 
foundation is delivered through an intensive five-day teacher training program, which not only shares 
cutting-edge research on reading but also incorporates PTR's instructional strategies that are rooted in 
this research. The inception of this foundation can be traced back to the author's collaboration with 
Patricia Lindamood, a pioneer in developing programs focused on foundational reading skills. Central to 
these programs are the techniques for teaching students to segment words into phonemes and providing 
explicit phonics instruction. 
 
In 1989, Pat Lindamood certified the author of PTR as a consultant in her program, which was then 
known as 'Auditory Discrimination in Depth.' By 1997, Ms. Lindamood received the U.S. Congress 
Certificate of Special Congressional Recognition for her pioneering efforts in Reading Education, 
acknowledging her exceptional and invaluable service to the community. Pat Lindamood contributed 
significantly to the field by authoring and coauthoring numerous articles in professional journals and 
chapters in books focused on language and literacy development, as well as learning disabilities. 
Throughout her career, Ms. Lindamood collaborated with many key researchers in the science of reading 
movement, including Dr. Joseph Torgeson and Louisa Moats, among others. 
 
The author of PTR applied the techniques developed by Ms. Lindamood in her elementary classroom for 
several years and in a clinical setting for eight years, during which she achieved consultant certification 
from Ms. Lindamood. By merging her distinct experiences in both classroom and clinical environments, 
the author developed a program that integrates the knowledge gained from her own research, education, 
and extensive hands-on experience in teaching reading. The primary aim of PTR is to provide teachers 
with well-established research and effective instructional strategies that were initially honed in clinical 
settings but have been specifically adapted for classroom use. 
 
The name 'Pathways to Reading' signifies the program's foundation in the science of reading research, 
which reveals the roles and development of neural pathways in the brain essential for reading 
proficiency. This encompasses phonemic awareness (Broca's area), sound-symbol associations 
(parieto-temporal region), word meaning (Wernicke's area), and the storage of letters and word patterns 
(occipito-temporal region). 
 
The Efficacy of PTR: How Effective Is It? 
Research supporting the efficacy of Pathways to Reading (PTR) includes a range of studies that 
underscore its effectiveness in enhancing reading skills, particularly for students with dyslexia and other 
reading disabilities. These studies provide compelling evidence that PTR's structured and systematic 
approach to reading instruction significantly improves phonemic awareness, decoding skills, and overall 
reading proficiency. One key aspect of PTR's success is its multisensory approach, which engages 
multiple senses simultaneously—visual, auditory, kinesthetic, and tactile—making it especially 
beneficial for children with dyslexia. This method helps to reinforce learning and retention by creating 
stronger neural connections. 
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PTR's evidence base, built on extensive research and practical application, consistently demonstrates 
positive student outcomes. Testimonials from educators and parents highlight marked improvements in 
reading abilities. For detailed studies and evidence, visit www.pathwaystoreading.com. 
 
Supplemental Services: What does PTR do to help support implementation?  
PTR firmly believes that the teacher is the most critical factor in helping students learn to read. The 
teacher's knowledge, expertise, and skills in this process are paramount in identifying and addressing 
individual student needs and ensuring successful learning outcomes. A well-trained and knowledgeable 
teacher can effectively implement research-based strategies, adapt instruction to meet diverse learning 
styles, and provide targeted support to students who struggle with reading. By empowering teachers with 
the necessary tools and understanding, PTR ensures that educators are equipped to make a significant 
and lasting impact on their students' reading abilities.  
 
PTR offers three tiers of training and educator support. 

1. PTR offers a comprehensive five-day teacher training program that covers various essential 
topics, including but not limited to: 
• The development of reading skills 
• Utilization of PTR materials and techniques, including addressing common student errors 
• Assessing and interpreting scores on PTR informal student assessments 
• Pacing student instruction in both large and small groups 
• Recording student progress in small group instruction 
• Planning for target practice for intervention students 

 
2. PTR provides both onsite and virtual support for teachers, which may include: 

• Onsite modeling and co-teaching assistance 
• Virtual support for modeling, observation, and answering questions 

 
3. PTR online teacher resources encompass a variety of tools, including but not limited to: 

• Periodic assessment tools 
• Videos and projectable  classroom presentations 
• Lesson visuals and learning posters 
• At-Home Connection resources to enhance home/school communication  
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